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This was another great year for the         

district.   The district tries itõs best to have 

programs that will interest the residents 

of Penobscot county.  I feel we did just 

that this year.   We held an Invasive          

Forest Pest workshop that was attended 

to capacity, put on well attended cover 

crop field days, and our plant sale this 

year was even bigger than last year.   I feel 

one of our largest accomplishments this 

year was holding our very first Kids Conservation Field Day.    

In the past many of the districts workshops and activities have 

been geared toward adults and this past year we wanted to            

incorporate a program that would engage young people.   The day 

was for kids ages 6 -12 and they got to learn about our Maine              

forests, wildlife, soils, and aquatic life in our ponds, lakes, and 

streams.   We had Dan Kusneirz a Water Quality Specialist with 

Penobscot Indian Nation, Ben Naumann a fish biologist with 

NRCS, Nick Butler from the NRCS Soil Science Division, and           

District Forester Terri Coolong as our presenters.   It was nice to 

see so many different agenciesõ coming together for this field 

day.  The Maine Forest & Logging Museum was so generous in  

letting us hold the day at their facility.   We had a great turnout 

and I cannot wait for the district to hold this field day again next 

summer.   

The district is always looking for new workshops and activities to 

help continue engaging and educating the general public about the 

conservation district's mission.   We have appreciated all the           

continued support we receive from individuals, local businesses, 

and other agencies. It is all of you that help our district survive 

and be successful.  I look forward to another year representing        

Penobscot county as a district supervisor.   

I hope you enjoy our annual report,  

 

 

Robert Fogler  

Message from our Chair  
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The 2015 Annual Banquet was a 

great success this year!   The  

banquet is to promote and          

showcase all of the projects that 

the district and the Natural       

Resources Conservation Service 

worked on for the year.   The  

banquet was held at the                 

Penobscot County Conservation 

Association clubhouse in             

Brewer.   The clubhouse is the perfect setting for this event and the                  

association is so accommodating!   Tables were decorated with birch tree  

inspired centerpieces, a loggerõs favorite black and red checked pattern table 

cloth, and topped off with chocolate leaf party favors.   Donõt worry, No trees 

were harmed to make the birch tree           

centerpieces.   The dinner was catered by 

Stage Coach Catering and guests enjoyed 

turkey, lasagna, all the fixings, and a           

variety of pies.   The food was delicious and 

there was plenty to go around.   

Supervisor Robert Fogler kicked off the 

evening by welcoming everyone and           

Supervisor Mary Wilson introduced staff 

and special guests. This year we were 

pleased to have Penobscot County Commissioner Tom Davis and his family 

with us.   The conservation slide show had many great slides showing           

activities from the district sales, kidsõ conservation camp, and our various 

workshops.   Slides were shown from several NRCS projects this year as 

well.   There were pictures of watering facilities, bird box placements, cover 

crop seeding, forest management projects, bridges being built, and so many 

more awesome projects!  

After the slide show, supervisors and 

NRCS staff presented the 2015          

Conservation award to Treeline 

Inc.   Treeline Inc. is a forest             

management company from Lincoln, 

Maine.   They have worked with NRCS 

and the district for many years taking 

advantage of our programs to improve 

the health of their woodlands.  

Continued on page 7.  

 

2015 Annual Banquet  
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2015 Annual Banquet continued...  

  The audience was entertained by John Ford, 

Sr. a retired Maine Warden and Mark              

Nickerson, a retired Maine State Trooper. Both 

men are published authors who have written 

about their years in law enforcement.   John is a 

native Mainer and came from a long line of 

Maine Game Wardens. He was sworn into the 

Maine Warden Service shortly after finishing up a four -year stint in the U.S. 

Air Force. He had a twenty -year warden career in Waldo County. After         

retiring in 1990, he was elected as county sheriff and re -elected in 1994. He 

has written a local newspaper column and is a regular contributor to the 

Northwoods Sporting Journal. John has          

written the books SUDDENLY THE CIDER 

DIDNõT TASTE SO GOOD, and THIS CIDER 

STILL TASTES FUNNY! And his newest book 

called Deer Diaries.   Mark Nickerson joined 

the Maine State Police in 1977. Mark first 

served in Troop C -Skowhegan and later in 

Troop D -Thomaston during his 28 -year career 

with the Maine State Police.   After retiring, 

Mark wrote columns about police work for òThe Citizenó in Belfast, Maine 

and later for the òRepublican Journaló and his stories were later compiled 

into his book òBlue Lights in the Nightó.  The 2 men were very entertaining 

and played off one another like pros.   Everyone enjoyed their tales so much 

and we wish they could have told stories half the night!  

To close out the evening the district board and staff had a special                

presentation to thank two very important people who have dedicated time 

and energy to the Penobscot County district.   John Simon decided at the end 

of 2015 he would step down as district supervisor.   John had a 34 year career 

with NRCS as an engineer and after his retirement he was a supervisor at 

the district for 12 years.   We have appreciated Johnõs expertise and 

knowledge.   This fall, Dan Schmidt  took a position at the NRCS State Office 

as the Assistant State Conservationist for Field 

Operations.   He was the Penobscot County District 

Conservationist for 23 years of his 33 year          

career.  Thank you so much for your service to the 

district.   Both gentleman were presented with a 

wildlife print by John Ford Sr..  It was a fantastic 

evening and the district staff and board would like 

to thank everyone who attended the event, donated 

items for door prizes, and to everyone who made the night possible.   Your  

continued support is very much appreciated!   


